
.I TIPS ON THESTOCK MARKET Matthew 2~ :14-JO 

" Send your grain across the seas , and in time 
y ou will get a reward. Divide yeur merch8.nd1~e a rn o 
seven ventures , ~aybe v 1Rht, since you do not kn ow 
what disaste rs may 8CCllr on the earth". Eca 11:1, 

II-r/f'/<.e" 5 tf1ttr1..W-5 / 1'11 5f?oIe "'~1 t.lc" -. h..r~L" ~G~ 

Diversifica tion of holdings b y an indiv idual o r 

~s~tlY advised and commeded . I don .t know 

how long this has been good advice in the bUl lne Rs 

world •• 87cept to sa y that there is record ot i t 

havln~ been writte n some 200 years betore Christ,. 

The author ot Ecclesiates wa s a sa,e Jewis h e chola 

who used the pen name " The Preacher". H1 s 1I& 1n 

philosophy 1s akin to that of Omar Khayam , an d t,a 

some similarity to Friedr ich Nietzsche . L it., he 

said. 1s an ete r nal cycle 1n which progre sa is i Jr. ­

possible . As for human existence, it is a ba ttl e 

a gainst boredcd m. The more you ge t the Ie 18 you a 
I 

sa tisf ied. 

While there is much sub-christian thou&ht in 

book of Ecclesites, I am grateful tor the editor 1 

board of devout men who allowed this mood to be r 

elected in our Bible . Toward the end of h i. brie 

bo ok the a utho r gives some practical advic e eon e~ 

lng bUsine ss _ Don ' t putall your e g g. in on e baske 

Divide you r mechandize among severn ventures, rna 

be ei~ht. since vou do not know what disas ter s D'a 



occur on the earth. 

, 

In one ot his well known parables Jesus commend! 

the person who invested hiSfrlginal capital wisely. 

He pietures the owner and provider ot the money as 

indlF:nant because one of his employers played it 

safe and buried one talentto keep it secure. 

Today marks the beginning or our churchts tlnan­

cai1 emphasis 1n the interest of next yearts mlnia­

tries. And even tho I like to think that & recurri 

theme is our worship relates to total stewardship, 

this is the one time I have the obligation, and the 
, 

opportunity. to speak about the stewardship of mone 

as it relates to faith and practice . This morning

• I want to share with you come tips on the stock mar 

keto They probably will prove disappointing to you 

if you came hoping against hope that the preacher 

might have some clairvoant insight as to the tuture 

ot stocks and bonds. My tips are actually on an­
: 

other kind of stock market - the stock marker or ou 

human situation. Nevertheless they should interest 

every thoughtful person . Because I think these tip 

are dirived from the OWNER ot the entiura enterpril 

If yo beljeve that we are here to invast what 

have of abj11ty, tjme. money, love tor the sake of 

endurin satiifactions, you will want to take .hare 

1 



- -

i n ~sve ral ve ntu r e s . If y ou belie ve that Jesus G 
-n e w the t r ue v a lues of lite y ou will take seriously 

-I, at he s a id concern i n? long ter m investment: 

Don' t pile up t r eas ures on earth, where mot h 
a nd r u s t ca n s poil the m a nd t h ieves brea k in a nd 
st• • l. But keep y ou r t r eas u res in heave n where 
there is ne i ~he r moth nor rus t to s poil it a nd 
n ob od y c a n b r e a k in a steal it. For wherever y ou 
t re a s u r e i s you ca n be certa in t hat your heart 
wi ll oe the r e toon. 

J a m •• Moffa t t ran s l a te s Eccle s i ates advise as 

t ' ~ake sha res in several v e ntu res". 

What v e ntu r e s ? ? 

1. I nves t in an ol d chu rc h dedicated to t he con ­

i nuou s r ene wal ot huma n be ing s t h rough the procla m­

~t i on of the ~ospel a nd i t s a ppl i cat i on . 

To t hi s chu r ch and chur ch s chool come individual 

~ n d f amilie s who find here re sou r ces of coura ge and 

'8ith to sha pe th e ir live s a nd to help God ' s Sp irit 

t.o hs ap. th e l a rger li f e of His ch ildren . Whe n I 

oi~ tu r. to my s elf the effect of t he wor s h i p , t he wit · 

"l ess . the c r e a tive fellow s hip , t he l earn i ng e xperisn 

t he pr a ct ical se r vice whi c h find s i nitatlve a nd stirn 

l at10n a nd direction here I r ec a l l a s t roy of Ro bert 

LOUi s S te ve n s on ' s boyhood . One n1~h t at d u s k , he 

s tood wi th hi s nose pressed a ga in s t t he win dow pa n e, 

wat c h tn« with fascin a tion as the old fa shioned l a mp­

livh t er .~. ft went from light to l igh t in the s treet. 



"Look. Look". the boy cried. "Look. there t s a man 

out there punchin~ holes 1n the darkness" 8 ' 
Thb is what vou can do thru the church, the 

ahurch strivinR to pass on the light and truth of 

6hr is t . When you help to make it possible to raacl 

out to otherz with the ~essage of Christ 's love; 

when you help to let people know of the new beginn : 

possible 1n Christ; when you help to provide the wa~ 

of means ofdepening someone comprehension ot the 

mean ing of the Chr is tian life ; when you he Ip to pro­

vide the financial support for the United Methodist 

church hospitals, colleges, missions both in Am.ric , 

and around the world - when youdo all tha t - you 
1/ 

are puchin,v; holes in the darkness" In due time, it 

we each faithful punch what holes we can there will 

be eno~gh light for a new day. 

Take shares in an old church dedicated to the re 

newal of hUman life . 

' . And take your share 1n this venture • The 

Christian education or children,youth . and adults. 

Thos is a venture that is enormously important and 

satistying. And most of us would acknowledge it, 

importance. And yet we might wonder •• what whe n 

we consider the difticulty in recruiting leadera. 

We might wonder, too, when we realoze that it our 

-




fjan cia l stewards hio was what it s hou ld we that we 

coul d place the kind of personnel we need to do the 
(JJ

kind or competent t raining and leadership tha t could 

make & venture like this be the liveliest and moet 

e:xzcitin~ of our church ' s ministry . 

Berore we know it the children in our church 

school are going to be the executives, the teachers, 

the en«inerrs, the scientists. What we do with them 

now 1. of ~reat import . 

SeT.al ve ars a~o. you ~ invested many dollars 1n 

a~ e d uc a tional unit . I now call upcn you to provide 

you r chur ch with the money and with the human resour . 

that can enable vour chu r ch to fill the rooms with 

excit ed childre n seekin~ . wi th pa rents. and with 

adul t ••• no,LnlY on Sund a y for an hour • • bu t i n 

crea tiTe experiences of Ch ristian learning at othsr 

times &s wsll. 

Ta k •• s hares 1n several v entures 

That is e xactly what you do when you commit y our­

self t o support the bud~et for n ext y ear . 

mea n s t hat you will have a p& rt 1n insuring the sur­

v i val or your self and you r loved ones in a more 

Chri .t1an world . The re is alwa ys the world to win . 

Alway. t here ar e those opposed to Christ , A pervasiv 

se cu l ar is m. the enemies of love and joy . But we are 



church people because we know something that God 

wants everybody to know: That God loves us , that 

in 	Christ he understands us; and that in Chri8t 

we 	 are saved trom the worst to the best ~ 

You are a missionary, a mi8sionary is a peri!llon 

with a mission . And you can learn to be an effecti 

mii!llsionary . You probabl won't otter yourself fro 

operseas service, nor for national service, not evel 

for service in Iowa •• but you can give . Your mono 

l""ehI,
is you •• it is not 1ust paper and ~'h6y, but it i : 

vour energy and talent in portable form. Send it 

out into the world and literally becomes a doctor 

healing . a teacher teaching, a child eating, a life 

made new . 

How many shares are you goong to take? Youdll 

have to decide -- you and your partner, God . Its 

easy as ABC •• always budget caretully•• Not 

always budget cautiously . Care tully •• that mean! 

withcare for what matters most . It fa ith and ~od 

do not matter that much to you , take seriously the 

word of Jesus "where you put your money, your heal 

will follow". Sqro..e find th8.t the scriptural rule oj 

8. 	 tithe stands the te tt of experience. In some case 

to 	insist on a tihe would be unchristian . 

Give proportionately •• and regularly. 



7 
" No one can tell you or will tell yOll what YOll 

'h ould give • how large your shares should be . 

Howe ver a few suggestions might be in 11ne . 

Do you smoke? These ventures which we¢ve b e en 

~ al kjn g a bout desBrve at least as much as you spend 

on toba cc o . Do you drink? These ventures deserve 

I t le . a t as much as you s pend on alcoholic beverages . 

'ow mu ch c ommer:1cal enterta:inmnt do you buy? These 

entu r ea deserve at least as much as yOll spend on 

Ivin g entertainment . How much does your income 

ay say you contri bute d to the church? These venture 

ese rve at lea~t that much . 

We ll before yOll decide I wnat jOll to take very 

~ eriou .ly our Lordts counsel . " Where you treasure 

• is there will be your heart also". You8ra not really 

~ake t ired up a bou t God, t/ttl~ you can ' t get too 

~ xcit.d a b out the chu rch? Well try giving God your 

oney•• and accordin g to J esus your heart will 

£P oll ow. 
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