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TIPS ON THESTOCK MARKET Matthew 25:14-30

"Send your grain across the seas, and in time
you will get a reward., Divide your merchandige amo
seven ventures, maybe wight, since you do t know
what disasters may accor on the earth”. Eg@ 11:1,

“"TAKe SHanes w Sevtvel veatures” Mo

Diversification of holdings by an indiviiual or
is frIQuently advised and commeded. I don'? know
how long this has been good advice in the h;linoss
world . . except to say that there is record of it
having been written some 200 years before Christ,.
The author of Ecclesjates was a sage Jewiah‘lchola
who used the pen name "The Preacher". His ‘.iin
philosophy is akin to that of Omar Khayam, @and hoa
some similarity to Friedrich Nietzsche. Life, he
said, is an eternal cycle in which progroniiia im-
possible, As for human existence, it is a battle
against boredadi m«. The more you get{ the 10!3 you a
satisfied,

While there is much sub-christian thought in ¢
book of Ecclesites, I am grateful for the iiitorif
board of devout men who allowed this mood fg be r:
flected in our Bible, Toward the end of hij brie
book the author gives some practical advice conca:
ing business _Don't putall your egge in onng;ake‘

Divide your mechandize among severn ventures, ma;

be eight. since vou do not know what disasters ma:
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occur on the earth. , 2~

In one of his well known parables Jesus commends
the person who invested hiﬁgriginal capital wisely.
He pictures the owner and provider of the money as
indignant bhecause one of his employers played it
safe and buried one talentto keep it secure.

Today marks the beginning of our church's finan-
cail emphasis in the interest of next year's minis-
tries. And even tho I like to think that a recurri
theme is our worship relates to total stewardship,
this is the one time I have the obligation, and the
opportunity, to ape;k about the stewardship of mone
as it relates to faith and practice. This morning
I want to share with you come tips on the stock mar
ket. They probably will prove disappointing to you
if you came hoping against hope that the preacher
might have some clairvoant insight as to the future
of stocks and bonds. My tips are actually on an-
other kind of stock market - the stock marker of ou
human situation. Nevertheless they should interest
every thoughtful person. Because I think these tip
are dirived from the OWNER of the entiure enterprisz

If yo belijeve that we are here to invest what

have of ability, time. money. love for the sake of

J endurinE satitfsctionsi Iou will want to take IE“'
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in several ventures. If you believe that Jesus G
‘new the true values of 1life you will take soriouaiy
‘hat he said concerning long term investment:

Don't pile up treasures on earth, where moth
and rust can spoil them and thieves break in and
steal. But keep your treasures in heaven where
thepe is neigher moth nor rust to spoil it and
nobedy can break in a steal it. For wherever you
treasure is you can be certain that your heart
will be there too".

James Moffat translates Ecclesiates advise as
"Take shares in several ventures™,
What ventures? ?
1. Invest in an old church dedicated to the con-
inuous renewal of human beings through the proclam-
ation of the gospel and its application,

To this church and church school come individual
and families who find here resources of courage and
faith to shape their lives and to help God's Spirit
to hslfl the larger life of His children., When I
picture to myself the effect of the worship, the wit.
ness, the creative fellowship, the learning experien
the pr#etical service which finds dnitative and stim
lation and direction here I recall a stroy of Robert
Louis Stevenson's boyvhood. One night at dusk, he
stood éﬁth his nose pressed against the windowpane,

wstchiﬁg with fascination as the old fashioned lamp-

lighte® #Aéf went from light to light in the street.
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“"Look, Look", the boy ecried, "Look, there's a man
out there punching holes in the darkness" [9'
This is what vou can de thru the chureh, the

shurch striving to pass on the light and truth of
Bhrist. When you help to make it possible to reacl
out to otherz with the message of Christ's love;
when you help to let people know of the new beginn:
possible in Christ; when you help to provide the wa;
of means ofdepening someone comprehension of the
meaning of the Christian life; when you help to pro
vide the financial support for the United Methodist
church hospitals, colleges, missions both in Americ:
and around the world - when youdo all that = you
are“puching holes in the darkness™ In due time, if
we each faithful punch what holes we can there will
be enoggh light for a new day.

Take shares in an old church dedicated to the re
newal of human life.

?. And take your share in this venture . . The
Christian education of children.youth. and adults.
Thos is a venture that is enormously important and
satisfying. And most of us would acknowledge its
importance. And yet we might wonder . . what when
we consider the difficulty in recruiting leaders.
We might wonder, too, when we realoze that if our
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fianedal stewardshio was what it should we that we
could place the kind of personnel we need to do the
kind of competent training and leadership that cjﬁld
make & venture like this be the liveliest and most
exzciiing of our church's ministry.

Before we know it the children in our church
school are going to be the executives, the teachers,
the enginerrs, the scientists. What we do with them
now i# of great import.

Sog'al vears ago, vou¥ invested many dollars in
an edueational unit. I now call upcn you to provide
vour church with the money and with the human resour:
that ean enable your church to fill the rooms with
excited children seeking, with parents, and with
adults . . notjonly on Sunday for an hour . . but in
creative experiences of Christian learning at other
times as well.

Takes shares in several ventures

That is exactly what you do when you commit your-
self t® support the budget for next year. It reszll
mannaé&hat you will have a part in insuring the sur-

yoursslf and your loved ones in a more

jan world. There is always the world to win.

~

Always there are those opposed to Christ, A pervasiv

geculiiiam. the enemies of love and joy. But we are



church people because we know something that God
wants everybody to know: That God loves us, that
in Christ he understands us; and that in Christ

we are saved from the worst to the best e

You are a missionary, a missionary is a person
with a mission, And you can learn to be an effecti
missionary. You probabl won't offer yourself fro
orerseas service, nor for national service, not eve:
for service in Iowa . . but you can give. Your mon:
is you . . it is not just paper and g\oﬂ-ﬂi but it i
vour energy and talent in portable form., Send it
out into the world and literally becomes a doctor
healing, a teacher teaching, a child eating, a life
made new.

How many shares are you goong to take? Youéll
have to decide -~ you and your partner, God. Its
easy as ABC . . always budget carefully. . Not
always budget cautiously. Carefully . « that mean:
withcare for what matters most. If faith and LGod
do not matter that much to you, take seriously the
word of Jesus "where you put your money, your hea:
will follow". Some rind that the scriptural rule of
a tithe stands the te$t of experience. In some case
to insist on a tihe would be unchristian.

Give proportionately. . and regularly.
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